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PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for the destruction of dangerous or severely injured animals. 


POLICY: An officer may destroy an animal when it is posing an immediate threat of injury to citizens 
or to the officer; or in circumstances where it is humane to put a severely injured animal to death. 


PROCEDURES: 
I. Non-Threatening Incidents 


A. An officer will destroy an animal only after he or she makes all attempts to notify the owner 
and/or Animal Control and the officer cannot contact the owner, or Animal Control cannot 
respond or does not respond within a reasonable length of time as determined by a supervisor. 


B. If it becomes necessary to destroy an animal, the following guidelines apply: 


1. Summon a supervisor, if possible, before taking any action. 

2. Ensure the safety of all citizens, property, and other animals by moving the animal to a 

relatively safe area and out of public view when possible. Situate the animal over ground 

rather than pavement to avoid the possibility of ricochet. 

The shotgun is generally the weapon of choice, as it is less likely to cause collateral damage. 

Shoot the animal from close range (five to fifteen feet). 

5. Shoot “down” into the animal so the projectile, if exiting the animal’s body, will enter the 
ground. 

6. Shoot into the brain to cause instantaneous death. EXCEPTIONS: If the possibility exists that 
the animal has rabies or has bitten someone, officers should not shoot the animal in the brain. 
In these cases officers should shoot the animal in the chest cavity, directly behind either front 
leg. 

7. Notify Public Works without delay for removal of the animal carcass. However, if the 
possibility exists that the animal has rabies or has bitten someone, an Animal Control officer 
will remove the animal’s body to the contract Veterinarian. 


aad 


C. The officer’s supervisor will respond to the scene to review the facts surrounding the incident, if 
not already on scene. 


D. The responsible officer will submit a report detailing the incident. The report must include the 
reason the officer destroyed the animal and other details regarding the exact time of the shooting, 
the positions of the officer and the animal, the direction of flight of the bullet(s), and whether or 
not anyone or any property sustained damage by the shooting. (1.3.6 a) 
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E. The chain of command shall expeditiously forward the original report, along with any witness 
statements, to the Chief of Police, and the report subsequently filed in the Professional Standards 
Unit. 
II. Threatening Incidents 


A. An officer may shoot an animal when the officer deems that the animal poses an immediate 
threat to the safety of a citizen or to the officer AND there is no other apparent way to avoid 


injury. 


B. Officers must exercise all due care in the discharge of the firearm so as to avoid possible injury 
to others. The shotgun is generally the weapon of choice. 


C. A supervisor must respond to the scene to review the circumstances surrounding the incident. 
The supervisor shall notify Professional Standards and/or a Detective Unit. 


D. The officer or supervisor will notify Public Works in accordance with I.B.7 above. 
E. The officer shall submit a full report as outlined in I.D above. 


F. The chain of command shall expeditiously forward the report to the Chief of Police and 
subsequently filed in the Professional Standards Unit. 


APPROVED: Miia Ge, Moek/ 


Dennis A. Mook, Chief of Police 
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